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Horses (continued) 

ing to Martin, “Ten mules or horses, 

and two light tumbrels with broad 

wheels and ten able negroes, may, by 
the common use of spades, shovels, 

and light mattocks, make more dung, 

than sixty able Negroes can do in the 

present methods.” 
 

Finally, horses were used for draft ser-

vices around the plantation. Barbadian 

planter Henry Clay made sure his plan-

tation had the proper number of horses 

“sufficient to carry down all my sugar 
to Bridge-Town.” Using livestock for 

draught was a more efficient employ-

ment of plantation resources. Accord-

ing to Martin, “Some planters are so 

ingeniously thrifty as to carry their 
canes upon negroes heads; not only 

degrading human nature to the toil of 

brutes, but acting in that respect dia-

metrically opposite to their own appar-

ent interest, which cannot be served 
more effectually, than by having the 

labour of human hands where the la-

bour of brutes can be substituted.” 

Almost all of the Caribbean demand 

for horses had to be met through im-

ports.  Given the limited availability of 
lands for raising horses, the harsh cli-

mate, and terrible working conditions, 

horses died off quickly in the Carib-

bean. The only island that made a de-

termined effort to internally raise a sup-
ply of horses was Jamaica. Despite the 

growth in the number of pens on the 

island from 73 in 1684 to 300 on the 

eve of the American Revolution, Jamai-

can pens never supplied all of the live-

stock needs of the island. In the period 
1762-1768 for which only partial re-

cords survive, Connecticut exported a 

total of 1,583 horses, 814 pigs, 619 

cows, 1,127 sheep, and 99 oxen to Ja-

maica. Edward Long’s History of Jamaica 
(1774) bemoaned Jamaica’s reliance on 

outsiders for livestock, assigning the 

cause to the lack of good internal roads 

on the island and the insufficient num-

ber of “industrious inhabitants” willing 
to set up breeding farms.  If the one 

island with such large farms devoted 

specifically to raising draft animals for 

plantations could not achieve suffi-
ciency, it is unlikely that any other island 

in the plantation Caribbean was able to 

either. 
 

The West Indies were the center of the 

Atlantic economy.  Horses were vital to 

the sugar industry.  Connecticut was the 

dominant supplier of horses to the is-

lands.  Scholars have overlooked Con-

necticut’s contribution to the Atlantic 
economy.  It is clear this colony consti-

tuted a vital element in the chains of 

Atlantic commerce. 

The Millionaires’ Unit is the story of a gilded genera-

tion of young men from the zenith of privilege: a 

Rockefeller, a Morgan, the son of the head of the 
Union Pacific Railroad, several who counted friends 

and relatives among presidents and statesmen of the 

day. They had it all and, remarkably by modern stan-

dards, they were prepared to risk it all to fight a dis-

tant war in France. Driven by the belief that their 
membership in the American elite required certain 

sacrifice, schooled in heroism and the nature of lead-

ership, they determined to be first into the conflict, 

arriving in France ahead of America’s declaration that 

it would join the war. 
 

At the heart of the group was the Yale flying club, six 

of whom are the heroes of this book. They would 
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“The Millionaires’ Unit is a 

fascinating tale of hero-

ism and adventure that 
builds to a soaring, page

-turning climax.”   

-- Nathaniel Philbrick, 

author of In the Heart of 

the Sea and Mayflower 

share rivalries over girl-

friends, jealousies over 

membership in Skull and 
Bones, and fierce ambi-

tion to be the most dar-

ing young man over the 

battlefields of France, 

where the casualties among flyers were 

chillingly high.  
 

Marc Wortman is an award-winning free-

lance writer whose work has appeared in 

numerous national magazines. He lives in 

New Haven. His new book, The Bonfire, 
on the Civil War burning of Atlanta has 

just been released. 
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The Amistad Incident as Reported in the New London Gazette & General Advertiser. (NLCHS) $5 
 

The History of the Amistad Captives. (NLCHS) 
A reproduction of a pamphlet by JW Barber, 1840.  

$10 
 

Black Roots in Southeastern Connecticut, 1650-1900 by Barbara Brown and Dr. James Rose (NLCHS) 
This republished book is a milestone in genealogical research of African Americans and Native Americans in New London County. 

$35 
 

The Diary of Joshua Hempstead 1711-1758. (NLCHS) 
Revised 1999. Personal journal serves as fascinating and invaluable account of Connecticut life in early 18th

$75 
  century.  

For Oil and Buggy Whips: Whaling Captains of New London County, Connecticut by Barnard Colby 
Biographical sketches of local whaling captains document New London’s role in this industry.  

$18 
 

Greetings from New London (NLCHS) 
Collection of early 20th

$10 
 -century postcards from our archives. 

Life on a Whaler by Nathaniel W. Taylor (NLCHS) 
Story of Taylor’s two-year Antarctic voyage as physician aboard New London’s Julius Caesar (1851-53). 

$25 
 

A Narrative of the Life and Adventures of Venture. (NLCHS) 
Autobiography of former slave Venture Smith, originally published in 1798.  NLCHS facsimile of 1897 edition.  

$5 
 

Tapestry: A Living History of the Black Family in Southern Connecticut by Dr. J.M. Rose and B.W. Brown 
 An introduction to the role of African Americans in early New England history.  Contains genealogies. (NLCHS) 

$5 
 

The Colonial Burying Grounds of Eastern Connecticut by James A. Slater. 
Fully illustrated with photographs, this book provides a description of and maps the burial grounds of eastern Connecticut. 

$40 
 

Common to this Country: Botanical Discoveries of Lewis & Clark by Susan Munger. 
Illustrated volume exploring plants discovered by Lewis and Clark on their westward expedition. 

$23 
 

The Day Paper by Gregory N. Stone. 
History of New London’s award-winning daily newspaper. 

$30 
 

In the Footsteps of George Washington by William G. Clotworthy. 
A guidebook to Washington sites along the East Coast, including the Shaw Mansion. 

$25 
 

Murder of Mayhem? – Benedict Arnold’s New London, Connecticut Raid, 1781 by Dr. Walter L. Powell. 
Excellent research in a small readable format. 

$10 
 

History of New London, Connecticut: from the first survey of the coast in 1612 to 1860 by Frances Caulkins 
With a new introduction and a revised index 2007 (NLCHS). 

$60 
 

Peter Strickland:  New London Shipmaster, Boston Merchant, First Consul to Senegal by Stephen Grant 
A New London connection to maritime trade with Africa at the end of the 19th

$18 
  century. 

Leviathan The History of Whaling in America by Eric Jay Dolin 
A good one-volume history of an important local maritime enterprise. 

$28 

A USEFUL FRIEND—A Companion to the Joshua Hempstead Diary 1711-1758 by Patricia Schaefer (NLCHS) 
A truly useful resource guide, if you have the Diary, you should have this book; includes a subject index to the Diary. 

$25 

History of Norwich, Connecticut: from its possession by the Indians to the year 1866 by Frances Caulkins 
With a new introduction and a new index 2009 (NLCHS). 

$60 
 

These Images of America titles available from NLCHS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Members Receive a 10% Discount. 

If ordering by mail, please add $5 shipping and handling for the first four books 
 and $1 for each additional book. 

New London $20 
New London Firefighting $20 
Reinventing New London $20 
Naval Submarine Base New London $20 
Lighthouses and Life Saving along the Connecticut 
   and Rhode Island Coast 

$20 

Groton $20 
Groton Revisited $20 
Mystic $20 


